API 
See "Application Programming Interface" below. 

API Resource 
Web page, usually public, that lists APIs or other resources for a federal agency or other institution.. 

[bookmark: Application_Programming_Interface]Application Programming Interface 
Routine or other software device provided by software a vendor or developer to access specific functionality in a software tool or application. The user of the API does not need to know the internal architecture or technology in the software, only how to use the interface (i.e., parameters, codes, etc.) 
 Example: suite of routines that provide access to Lotus Notes functionality from java programs.
[bookmark: Application]Application 
See "Software Application" below. 
[bookmark: Attribute]Attribute 
 Any piece of metadata associated with an asset, such as version, steward's name and owner. 
[bookmark: Asset]Asset 
Any software or business tool, component or service of value that ould be catalogued in RCS, such as XML schema, web services and widgets. 
[bookmark: Association]Association 
Relationship between two assets. It can be displayed as a list on the "Associations" profile (i.e., tab) or, graphically, on the "Impact analysis" feature. 
[bookmark: Block_of_Code]Block of Code 
Piece of programming code that performs a specific function or step that can be used, in whole or in part, as-is or modified, in developing software. 
 Example: Computer Science Corporation has put together a library of programming code in order to reduce development time.
Business Service 
Service that addresses a business need, not necessarily corresponding to a software implementation (i.e., not a software system or web service)
Example: FOIA services for information requests.

[bookmark: CentraSite]CentraSite 
The commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) software product upon which RCS runs. CentraSite is part of the Software AG WebMethods suite of Software Oriented Architecture products. 
[bookmark: Classification_Scheme]Classification Scheme 
Code Library 
 A set of routines that perform specific functions and that are ready to be used in developing software. Depending on the environment, code libraries may be source code, in an intermediate language or in executable form. 
[bookmark: Code_Set]Code Set 
 A set of valid values for a data field. Normally used on "pick lists" to populate a data field. 
Commercial Tool 
Software Tool (see below) that is published and sold by a commercial vendor.
Example: MS Office, ArcGIS, CentraSite,  etc. 

[bookmark: Component]Component 
 Any asset that may be used as a part or piece to develop more complex software. Example, a web service that may be used to display data on a map. 
[bookmark: Consumer]Consumer 
 RCS user who uses or re-uses an asset registered in RCS in his own software or 
Data Dictionary 
 Repository of information about data such as meaning, relationships to other data, origin, usage, and format. 
 Example: The STORET data dictionary contains definitions, concepts and meanings as well as relationships for data elements in the STORET system. 
[bookmark: Data_Exchange]Data Exchange 
Exchange Network term for any routine exchange of information between two or more network partners. Exchanges may include multiple dataflows or schema. They also include the legal and technical details of the exchange. Also known as "dataflows." 
Example: The Pacific Northwest Water Quality Data Exchange, developed by the states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska to aggregate and access a comprehensive source of high-quality water data in the Pacific Northwest. 
[bookmark: Database]Database 
Collection of data and data structures organized in ways that support information systems or computer applications. Databases do not provide data access to end users but rely on software to access and manage the data. 
 Example: Drinking Water databases made available by the Office of Water
[bookmark: Dataflow]Dataflow 
 Another term used for "data exchange" (see above). Sometimes, mistakingly, used for data services. 
[bookmark: Data.gov]Data.gov 
U.S. government website set up to increase public access to high value, machine readable datasets generated by the Executive Branch of the Federal Government. 
The site seeks to become a repository for all the information the government collects, that is not private or restricted for national security reasons. 
[bookmark: Data_Model]Data Model 
A collection of descriptions of data structures and their contained elements that attempts to represent facts and knowledge in the complex real world for a particular application. 
 Example: The READ data model documents data elements and data tables in READ. In addition, the model shows database relationships among the tables in the model, as well as integrity rules and restrictions.
[bookmark: Data_Service]Data Service 
 A web service (see below) used to access data. 
[bookmark: Dataset]Dataset 
Data of any kind, including data files, data in databases, data marts and other documents. The sets may follow hierarchical, relational, or a more complex organization. 
 Example: data on ozone measurements submitted to data.gov by the Office of research and Development.

Dataset Group 
Group of datasets that contain the same kind of data and, usually, the same format but include records for different states, different years, etc. 

Development Project
Folder structure that stores all files, of any type that relate to a project to develop a system, application, software tool, etc.

[bookmark: EDG]EDG 
 See "Environmental Data Gateway" below. 
[bookmark: ENDS]ENDS 
 See "Exchange Network Discovery Service" below. 
[bookmark: Environmental_Data_Gateway]Environmental Data Gateway 
Registry of Environmental datasets. It provides a web application to search for, discover, view, and access those datasets. 
[bookmark: Exchange_Network]Exchange Network 
A system used by EPA’s state and tribal partners to share environmental data efficiently and securely over the Internet with EPA and with one another. 
[bookmark: Exchange_Network_Discovery_Services]Exchange Network Discovery Services 
 Registry of Exchange Network nodes, dataflows and web services. It is also a powerfl tool to manage and deliver those services. 
[bookmark: Exchange_Network_Node]Exchange Network Node 
 A connection or end point in the Exchange Network, that consumes or provides services. A node consists of all computer equipment, physical or virtual, and software necessary to establish and maintain such connection. 
 Example: The Delaware Exchange Network node is used to submit data collected in Delaware to EPA.
[bookmark: Exchange_Network_Service]Exchange Network Service 
A software component that implements standard web services on the Exchange Network. Conceptually, Exchange Network services are SOAP Web services. However, the services use a special, non-standard interface that allows dynamic consumption of those services. 
[bookmark: FEA]FEA 
 See "Federal Enterprise Architecture" below. 
[bookmark: GDG]GDG 
 See "Geospatial Data Gateway" below. 
[bookmark: Geospatial]Geospatial 
 Related to maps and mapping. 
[bookmark: Geospatial_Dataset]Geospatial Dataset 
Datasets that includes geospatial information like longitude, latitude, and other special metadata. These datasets are usually accessed through geospatial Web services or geospatial (i.e., mapping) tools. 
 Example: dataset Waste Water NHD Locations
[bookmark: Geospatial_Web_Service]Geospatial Web Service 
Web service using REST, SOAP or other technologies whose function is to provide access to geospatial data. 
 Example; Feature service that provides access to Waste Water NHD Locations dataset
[bookmark: Harvesting]Harvesting 
 Automated process to extract information (i.e., asset metadata) into RCS from another registry, catalog or repository. Harvesting is usually performed on a regular basis to maintain asset metadata in RCS current.  
RCS currently harvests from ENDS and READ.   
[bookmark: IT]IT 
 Acronym for "Information Technology." 
[bookmark: Metadata]Metadata 
“Data about data.” Set of attributes that provide description and meaning to data. RCS records contain asset metadata, or descriptive information about the asset, such as name, version, steward and type. 
[bookmark: Mobile_App]Mobile App 
Software tool that runs on a mobile device (smart phone, tablet computer or similar device) connected to the internet via wi-fi. 
Example: greenMeter for the Apple iPhone, an application that helps reduce a vehicle's impact on the environment. 
[bookmark: Model]Model 
Computer Representation of environmental systems, problems or solutions. 
  Example: Atmospheric-Ocean model
[bookmark: Node]Node 
 See "Exchange Network Node" above. 
[bookmark: Non-Geospatial_Dataset]Non-Geospatial Dataset 
Dataset that does not include geospatial information. 
 Example: Toxic Release Inventory dataset
[bookmark: P.O.C.]P.O.C. 
See "Point of Contact" below. 
[bookmark: Point_of_Contact]Point of Contact 
Person who serves as liaison to the public. 
[bookmark: Profile]Profile 
Subset of asset metadata that is displayed on one CentraSite (i.e., RCS) tab. 
[bookmark: RCS]RCS 
Acronym for "Reusable Component Services." 
[bookmark: READ]READ 
Registry of EPA Applications and Databases. READ registers EPA systems and applications but no longer registers databases. 
[bookmark: Reference_Library]Reference Library 
Registry of IT documents such as best practices, lessons learned and other IT-related. 
[bookmark: Registrar]Registrar 
RCS role in charge of approving asset registration and/pr approving such registration. 
[bookmark: Registry]Registry 
A catalog where metadata definitions are stored and maintained. 
[bookmark: Repository]Repository 
Storage location for services, components or assets in general. 
[bookmark: REST]REST 
Acronym for "Representational State Transfer", a web technology. 
[bookmark: RESTful_or_REST_Web_Service]RESTful or REST Web Service 
Software system designed to support machine-to-machine interaction over a network. Representational State Transfer (REST) services do not require XML, SOAP, or WSDL but rely on the exchange of requests and responses between the resources and on their corresponding states. REST-style services facilitate the aggregation of services into more complex services and the development of mashups. REST services are usually accessed via HTTP (like a web URL or link).  
Example: The FRS Facility Search Service used to search the Facility Registry.
 
[bookmark: Re-usable]Re-usable 
Components, services or other assets that have the potential to be re-used by an application or a developer. 
Re-usability nay take many forms and varying degrees, including: 
· using existing asset "as-is", e.g., using an existing software tool. 
· using part of the asset, e.g., using a routine from a block of code 
· modifying an existing asset. E.g., adding a parameter to a web service. 
· reding lessons learned in developing a widget 
[bookmark: Schema]Schema 
Definition of the structure and, sometimes, contents of a document or database. 
[bookmark: SCRR]SCRR 
Service Component Registry and Repository, a previous name for RCS. 
[bookmark: Service]Service 
A discrete function within a systems environment. 
[bookmark: Shared_Schema_Components]Shared Schema Components 
Grouping of related data elements and data blocks that are used as building blocks for XML schema. Shared schema components were developed as part of the Exchage Networks' Core reference Model phase II. 
[bookmark: SOA]SOA 
Acronym for "Service-Oriented Architecture". 
[bookmark: SOAP]SOAP 
Simple Object Access Protocol is a protocol specification for exchanging structured information in the implementation of web services. 
[bookmark: SOAP_Web_Service]SOAP Web Service 
Software system designed to support interoperable machine-to-machine interaction over a network. SOAP services use the Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) standard and their machine-readable description of the operations is usually provided in a Web Services Description Language (WSDL) file. 
 Example: The Convert Lat/Long Service+ Web service provided by the Office of Water. 
[bookmark: Software_Application]Software Application 
Computer software that performs one or more specific tasks. 
 Example: ICIS, the Integrated Compliance Information System, whose purpose of is to meet evolving Enforcement and Compliance business needs for EPA and State users by integrating information into a single integrated data system that supports both management and programmatic requirements.
[bookmark: Software_Tool]Software Tool 
Any piece of software (utility, application, etc.) that performs one or more functions. 
 Example: The state of Alabama uses ePermit, a web-based software tool used to submit electronic applications, and fee payment necessary for the construction of storm water systems and hazardous waste notifications.
[bookmark: SoR]SoR 
System of Registries (see below). 
[bookmark: SSC]SSC 
Shared Schema Components (see above). 
[bookmark: Steward]Steward 
Person responsible for entering and maintaining the metadata for an asset in RCS. 
[bookmark: System]System 
Computer software that performs one or more specific tasks.
Example: ICIS, the Integrated Compliance Information System, whose purpose of is to meet evolving Enforcement and Compliance business needs for EPA and State users by integrating information into a single integrated data system that supports both management and programmatic requirements.
[bookmark: System_of_Registries]System of Registries 
The System of Registries (SOR) is an umbrella of interrelated tools, services, data repositories, and system components. These are primarily intended as a resource for developers, and enterprise architects, but may be used by others. 
This umbrella system includes registries for the following areas: 
· Registry of EPA Applications and Databases 
· Environmental Dataset Gateway 
· Reusable Component Services 
· Data Element Registry Services 
· Terminology Services 
· Substance Registry Services 
· Facility Registry Services 
The System of Registries is supported by a staff of data management and environmental professionals who assist users by facilitating the development of data standards and terminology, promoting identification of reusable components, and supporting the stewardship of system inventories, data dictionaries, and other important EPA metadata resources. 

[bookmark: Taxonomy]Taxonomy 
is a particular classification, arranged in a hierarchical structure or classification scheme. Typically this is organized by supertype-subtype relationships, also called generalization-specialization relationships, or less formally, parent-child relationships, typically indicated by the phrase 'is a kind of' or 'is a subtype of'. 

Technical Document 
Document of technical nature, usually related to a system (e.g., requirements, best practices, etc.) or a piece of software (e.g., documentation, users manual). Most technical documents should be registered as attributes to the system or software but some are not related to any or are of such importance to deserve their own entry.

[bookmark: URL]URL 
Universal Resource Locator is a specific character string that constitutes a reference to an Internet resource. 
[bookmark: WebMethods]WebMethods 
An enterprise software suite of tools used on application integration, business process integration and B2B partner integration. WebMethods is used to implement applications using the software-oriented architecture paradigm. The software is published by Software AG, 
[bookmark: Web_Page]Web Page 
Document or information resource available on the Internet, accessed through a web browser or on a local machine or server.  
 Example: web page with air pollution data services 
[bookmark: Web_Service]Web Service 
Software system designed to support interoperable machine-to-machine interaction over a network. It may use one of several technologies, including SOAP and REST (see above). 
[bookmark: Web_Taxonomy]Web Taxonomy 
A taxonomy used by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to classify contents in its web pages. 
[bookmark: Website]Website 
A collection of related web pages. 
[bookmark: Widget]Widget 
A software tool that uses a small (smaller than a page) graphical interface to provide a function or service and that can be added to a web application or to a web page. 
 Example: The Ultraviolet Index widget provided by Envirofacts.
[bookmark: Wiki]Wiki 
A website that allows the creation and editing of any number of interlinked web pages via a web browser using a simplified markup language or a WYSIWYG text editor. Wikis are typically powered by wiki software and are often used collaboratively by multiple users. Examples include community websites, corporate intranets, knowledge management systems, and note services. 
[bookmark: XML]XML 
Extensible Markup Language, is a set of rules for encoding documents in machine-readable form. 
[bookmark: XML_Schema]XML Schema 
Description, in XML language or dialect, of the structure and contents of a document or data set. The description includes grammatical rules governing the order of the elements, conditions that the contents must satisfy, data types governing the content of elements and attributes, and other specialized constrains and rules. 
 Example: The Water Quality Data Exchange (WQX) uses more than fifty XML 
XQuery 
XQuery is a query and functional programming language that is designed to query collections of XML data and databases. 

