
Mr. James Cooper
Executive Director
Benzotriazoles Coalition
1850 M Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Cooper:

We have conducted a review of the Benzotriazoles category submitted by the Benzotriazoles
Coalition as part of their commitment made under the HPV Challenge Program.  Our analysis focused
initially on the category justification with the aim of determining the feasibility of achieving the stated
objective of characterizing members of this group with the proposed design.  We also examined the
proposed implementation strategy.  

Our analysis concluded that, while the category proposal is reasonable, based on structural and
mechanistic arguments, an implementation approach that involves a rulemaking step is incompatible with
maintaining the category under a voluntary program such as the HPV Challenge Program.   If this is the
only option available to you, it effectively removes this category from further consideration under the HPV
Challenge Program.

I urge the Benzotriazole Coalition to examine other options and, hopefully, find a way to maintain
this category under the HPV Challenge Program.  If you are successful, we will, at that time, proceed with
review of the robust study summaries provided in your submission.   

If you have any questions about this response, please contact Richard Hefter, Chief of the HPV
Chemicals Branch, at 202-564-7649.   You may also submit questions about the HPV Challenge Program
through the HPV Challenge Program Web site “Submit Technical Questions” button or through the TSCA
Assistance Information Service (TSCA Hotline) at (202) 554-1404.  The TSCA Hotline can also be reached
by e-mail at tsca-hotline@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

–S– 

Oscar Hernandez, Director
Risk Assessment Division


